
 

More news from that magnificent night at 

Huddersfield Town Hall 

A magnificent hall, richly decorated for Christmas, a magnificent brass band and two magnificent 

choirs made for a happy return to Christmas traditions in Huddersfield last night. 

This was the return on December 12th 2021 of the annual Christmas Festival concert by Colne 

Valley Male Voice Choir with their regular guests, Brighouse & Rastrick Band and Colne 

Valley Boys. 

A happy return, indeed, to a festive tradition which has run every year for well over half a century. 

(Except, of course, for last December, when the Choir had with colleagues, Marsden Silver Prize 

Band, created a remarkably successful Online Concert on YouTube.) 



It was good to be back! 

 

Talented organist, Caius Lee, had played a spirited introductory fanfare 

on the Town Hall's wonderful Father Willis organ as the audience settled. 

Then the house lights went down, silence filled the hall and boy soloist, 

Oliver Parr sang the first few plaintive lines of 'Who is He in Yonder 

Stall'.  The band and choirs joined in and the volume grew. 

It was in those first few, magic moments that audience and performers 

alike knew it was going to be a joyful return. 

Admittedly, the choirs went about in 

'dress' masks to match their dress 

suits until they came out to perform. 

They assembled onstage further 

apart from each other than would be 

typical in order to preserve a measure 

of social distancing. 

All the Town Hall staff were masked 

and everyone in the audience, too, 

most of the time 

The masked man on the right is  Tom Law. 



Maybe, the Town Hall maybe wasnôt quite as packed as usual.  There were fewer people there 

than the number of tickets sold - one assumes that some who planned to come were put off by 

concern about the óOmicron Variantô.  Nonetheless, there were close on 700 in the room, 

seemingly determined to have a good night. 

Once again our genial compère was the very 

knowledgeable, Dr Simon Lindley, introducing the 

programme. He it was, who, early on, invited the audience 

to enjoy that fine carol, óChristians Awake'. 

But this time - and for the first time ever - he suggested 

concert-goers might be best advised not to rise and join in 

but if they really wanted to sing then to keep their masks on 

to do it. 

Drat Covid! 

But back to the music 

Sundayôs concert held few musical surprises and none the worse for that!   

We were coming back - or at least as much as Covid will allow -  to the 

normal and traditional; fine singing and the very highest quality of playing by 

the band - surely an ensemble of world-class calibre.  

On this occasion they were led by cheerful, Danish-born, Stig Mærsk. 

Their performance of Morten Lauridsenôs, 'O Magnum Mysterium' was 

hauntingly beautiful. It is in the slower, quieter items that musical mastery is 

most evident and this band demonstrated it to the full. 

It is perhaps invidious to pick out individual players from the superb assemblage of 

musicians that is Brighouse and Rastrick Band but their euphonium soloist in óO 

Holy Nightô was perhaps this reviewerôs favourite.  

 Brilliantly done; Dan Thomas. 



Colne Valley Boys did a brilliant set 

Perhaps the highlight of the first half was when father and son duo, James and 

Richard Cooke took the verses of Leon Dubinskyôs, ñWe Rise Againò.  

This fine and moving modern anthem builds steadily and, when both the choirs and 

the band join in, it reaches a grand full-forte, climax. 

This thrilling ending brought forth loud cheers from an enthusiastic audience. 

Especially memorable in the second half 

was that evergreen Victorian 

melodramatic story, óThe Star of 

Bethlehemô a piece arranged specially 

for Colne Valley Male Voice Choir by 

their long-time conductor, George E 

Stead.  

George had been at the head of the 

Choir for 44 years until 1969. His fine 

version of the classic by Adolphe Adam, 

was sung in memory of him and his 

recently deceased daughter, Muriel. 

It was most skilfully 

accompanied, as 

were many of the Choirsô items by the pianist for Colne Valley Boys and the 

newly-appointed accompanist for the Senior Choir, Christopher Pulleyn.                             

(Concert photos: thanks to Connor Lennon, Sophie Stones and Lendl Sifaka ) 


