A most generous gift

The Chaoir, this last week, heard that it has been granted a most generous gift
from the estate of the late Muriel Stead. A firm of solicitors acting as her
executors let us know that we are to receive a very substantial bequest when
Murields will, now passed through pro

The news was broken to Choir members by Chairman, Joe Stones at rehearsal. As he stated to
unanimous acclaim, i fie Choirismuch hear t ened by Meare eéndhelmed byg u e
her generosity and deeply honoured that she thought so well of us. Thank you. Muriel.

It is a gift that will go far to ensuring the (
into the next 100 years. o

Hereds how i.t came about

There are a handful of Choir members old enough and long-serving enough to have been singers
under the direction of a great conductor Mr George E Stead. George was with the choir almost
: 2 y since its formation in
1922 and soon
became its conductor.

He led the Choir for an
astonishing 44 years
to great musical glory
and to recognition as
one of the very best
male voice choirs in
the country.

'What the Sun caught in Slaithwaite Spa'
Probably the earliest photograph of Colne Valley Male Voice
Choir, circa 1922: the year it was founded.

George Stead as a young Choir member is seen front row third from left.



ELELLLTET In 1964, George was awarded the MBE, travelling down to the Palace to receive
- his award; a great honour for him personally and to the choir on which he had so
) firmly set his stamp of excellence.

%7 , Sadly, not that long after in 1968, George suddenly passed away, leaving the
family and the community in mourning and the Choir bereft. For some weeks, the
Choir debated whether it could or should carry on. But indeed it did and under
new conductors went on to fresh achievements and successes.
. George had a daughter, Muriel Stead. Muriel was a life-long supporter '
of the Choir and always took an active interest in our progress. In 2007 Muriel visited &
the Choir and formally presented her fathgrOs
Choir had been to him and how pleased she was (and how pleased he would have #x
been) to see the medal join ¢e&he Choirédés suwPBstan

The Choir wa s deeply appr ciad tm yvibe Gemderful anthang f
composed by George for the Choir that, to this day, regularly surfaces as a paradigm of the very
best of traditional male voice choir repertoire.

Naturally, the Choir was saddened to hear of the death of Muriel in April 2020. Not only had she
been a true friend to the Choir but she had also been a prominent supporter of the musical life of
the community she had served so well, not least as primary school teacher in Slaithwaite for many
year s. It turns out that Mur i el 0 sal ggamsatiors andt vy
churches in the district, which likewise are to receive bequests, though it is clear her fondness for
the choir her father had shaped lay - after family bequests - most prominently in her thoughts.



Joe told Voice of the Valley...

AMuri el 6s superb gift wi ||
He went on, AThe Choirds M;
the years, have always been diligent about looking after
the Choirds f avery gooctking that dheyi
were. For, when Covid suddenly struck, out of the blue,
early in 2020, the Choir was in pretty decent financial
shape. Nonetheless it was a challenge. Our costs
remained more or less unchanged while our income
streams from performance plummeted as concerts and
events were cancelled.

| 6m pr oud troughsthe efforts lofaodr memntbdrs
and audiences, we have weathered this initial financial
stor m. Not that it 0santicpateir
will be quite a while before our performance income
returns to normal.

Clearly we will need to maintain our various fund-raising activities. But, this most generous
bequest from Muriel Stead means that we should be able to move into the future with added
confidence.

You will be aware that the Choir is to start its centenary year in May 2022 - just next spring. We
have been making plans for many months now.by

the sudden arrival of the Pandemic. Muri el 6s

of those centennial plans to be re-instated.

But we have an obligation to her generosity to make very careful use of her bequest, to ensure
that we move into the next century, honouring the legacy of the hundred glorious years we have
enjoyedsof ar . 0

R '*Af -
Colne Vallemale Voice Chojrd

Watch again: p resents

this historic
video
recording

&, Psalm 126 o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c11Vo70ycOM&t=33s

oS


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c11Vo70yc0M&t=33s

New man joins the basses: Peter Kelly.

A'm Peter Kelly and really pleased to have been accepted
as a member of this fantastic male voice choir.

| saw the Choir perform in the last Mrs Sunderland
competition and was bowled over, so | attended a few
rehearsals before lockdown.

| have lived in Golcar for the last 30 years but grew up in
Hanging Heaton, Batley. Went to University of Hull and got
a degree in Plant Biology. I'm semi-retired now from a
career in organisational development in local authority and
private sectors. | have worked for Kirklees, Wakefield,
Wigan and Manchester.

| like to draw portraits and | also play lead guitar in a
covers band doing 60s-70s songs mainly.

The band is calle dI ndt o T o mDhe frontwan is a big fan of Mr Weller. We've played pretty
much all the local pubs. We have also played with Simon Durran& band, HD7.

Abi g o0t htaall kor nyaking the so welcome. | look forward to many years singing with you.o




Relive Paul Weller doing 6l nto Tomorrowd via th

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eq93g3eAW11&list=RDEq93g3eAW1l&index=1

Peter does 40

One of t h excelént sacand s
tenors, Peter Hatton, was awarded a
medal the other night. Peter has
completed 40 years of membership.

Fellow veteran, John Radcliffe
(centre) and Chairman, Joe Stones
presented the lapel badge and thanked
Peter for his many years of
commitment and contribution.

. Peter has a terrific voice and has sung
- often a solo line - in all the major
Choir events since tt

And h e dnsgood woicé and very
proud to be a member.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eq93q3eAW1I&list=RDEq93q3eAW1I&index=1

