
 

Major steps on the road to recovery 

Back to the Rehearsal Room 

The evening of Monday September 6th was a special one in the Choirôs recent history.  For the first 

time since March 9th 2020 - almost exactly 18 months ago - the Choir resumed full rehearsals back 

in our practice room above the Conservative Club in Britannia Road in Slaithwaite. 

Well over 40 men made their jubilant return.   

VotV would like to say it was óback to normalô but that wasnôt quite the case.  Men arrived masked, 

removing face coverings only when in their singing positions, spread out as fully as the space 

permitted.  Fortunately it was a warm evening as all the windows were wide open to maximise 

ventilation.   

Even with these precautions, a good handful of extra men - for a variety of reasons - were 

reluctant to appear in person and so opted to join in via Zoom. 

Your VotV Editor couldnôt join in the fun.  (He was isolating at home after a Covid positive contact.) 

But, by all reports, the members were delighted to be back with old friends and thrilled to be 

making music together once again. It was reckoned to be a major step towards recovery.  

How it might have looked .... 

 



Then back into performance  

A choir is only truly functional when it is singing to an audience. Colne Valley has been aching to 

get back onstage, so it was another big step when a plan to do just that was announced. 

The Choir, in collaboration with Colne Valley Boys will be performing in an informal concert at 

Saint Jamesô Church in Slaithwaite next month in the afternoon of Sunday October 3rd. 

This will be our first appearance before an audience since three brief competition spots in the 

Huddersfield Mrs Sunderland Music Festival in February 2020 last. 

Thereôll be some 

old favourites but 

the bulk of our 

repertoire will be 

the new material we 

have so laboriously 

worked through 

during the long 

months, shut off 

from physical 

proximity, on Zoom. 

We expect to be brilliant of course but the órealistsô may argue that - after getting on for two years 

without performing - we may just be a bit óring-rustyô. For that reason, the performance will be 

shortish - about an hour - without an interval and free.  Though, there will be a óbucket collectionô 

for those who wish to make a monetary contribution as part of their appreciation of our efforts.   

This first concert will mark another major step on our road to recovery.  

And more: Ivan does 40 

Another milestone in the choirôs return to normality was also reached at that Monday rehearsal as 

we honoured one of our members, Ivan Smith, for his commitment to the Choir. 

And what a commitment!   

Itôs quite something to be involved with 

any organisation for 40 years but that 

is just what deep bass, Ivan, has 

managed to achieve.  

Ivanôs 40 years as part of Colne Valley 

Male Voice Choir was acknowledged 

at by a Choir proud of him and his 

óstickabilityô.  

 

Longest-serving member, John Radcliffe and chairman, Joe Stones praised his achievement 

and thanked him on behalf of the Choir for his great contribution through four decades. 

Well done, Ivan  



Goodbye Stuart 

The Choir marked the passing of one of its long-serving members, 

Stuart Iles, on Thursday last, September 9th. 

The men of the Colne Valley and the men of Saddleworth Male 

Voice choirs came out along with Stuartôs family and his many 

friends  to say goodbye at a service held at Saint John the Baptist 

Church in Lees, just óover the hillô from the Colne Valley. 

Stuart had been a member of Colne Valley Male Voice Choir since 

1986.  He and a few other Saddleworth men had been invited to 

join a CVMVC tour to Germany.  From that point on Stuart had 

shared his loyalty between the two choirs becoming a stalwart and 

valued member of both. 

Stuart kept up his membership until Christmas 2019, joining in the Choirôs famous Huddersfield 

Town Hall Christmas Concert alongside Colne Valley Boys and the Brighouse & Rastrick Band 

and then revealing that after 34 years heôd decided that it was to be his last one.   

As it turned out it was to be the last big concert for all of us as Corona virus then appeared and put 

paid to all performances.  We hope to be back on the Town Hall stage this coming Christmas and 

members will surely feel his absence. 

At the time Stuart told VotV that óhis health wasnôt the best and that he was knocking on a bitô. 

ñLike Keith Swallow (who also stepped down at the same time) we are both well into our eightiesò 

he said. ñAnd itôs tough, these cold winter nights getting across from Saddleworth every Monday.ò  

Courageously, what he didnôt want to reveal was that he knew his health issues were probably 

terminal. 

Stuart was a very fine first tenor.  In his time with 

Colne Valley he was a frequent soloist. A recording of 

him singing óMorte Christeô was played at the funeral.  
https://soundcloud.com/john-clark-124140241/morte-christe   

Equally emotional, perhaps, the two choirs sang óGwahoddiadô in his honour. 

VotV reported in only its last edition on a folk group, óThe Saddlersô who 

entertained audiences around the Pennine area.  The group consisted of 

Stuart, together with two other CV choirmen, Tony Ackroyd (now also 

deceased) and Peter Hatton.                  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfMUGVHRd3c 

  

Stuart is seen here in Cornwall, where singers had 

travelled for the 2007 Music Festival and 

Competition, with Peter, now the last of the Colne 

Valley trio. Peter was there at the service on 

Thursday, amongst many members of both choirs 

and Stuartôs family and many friends; all deeply 

saddened by Stuartôs passing. 

https://soundcloud.com/john-clark-124140241/morte-christe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfMUGVHRd3c


Above all, our thoughts go out to Brenda, who supported Stuart and the Choirsô activities with 

great loyalty and good humour. 

 

Brenda and Stuart marked 64 years of marriage together just a few weeks ago on July 13th. Here 

we see the couple at their Diamond Wedding anniversary.  What an achievement! 

R I P Stuart Iles                                                                                              8/8/1935 to 25/8/2021 



Chris is on the recruitment trail 
ñColne Valley Boysò writes Choir Accompanist, Chris Pulleyn on various social media pages, 

ñis a choir for boys aged 7-19, trying to encourage more boys to get into singing. It's been a 
while now since we've been able to rehearse properly together, and recruit more members to 
join us. 

Now that we can, we're encouraging new members to come and give the choir a try. We have 
weekly Monday rehearsals during term time, and we sing loads of great, varied stuff - anything 
from folk to pop. We're always looking for new members, and the start of term is a great time 
to try. The choir is run by a fantastic music team - including Thom Meredith, Principal of 
Kirklees Musica. 

Visit our Facebook page or email us for more details if you think your child might be 
�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���´ 

 


