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Here comes the sun

Jacob Collier is one of those sickening talented people who can make music from
anything. Give him any instrument - even a piece of pipe or a bitofwoodi and h e
conjureatuneora r hyt hm. Not olytopebtilllag.t but it és

Your Editor had never heard of this irritatingly talented 14 year-old from Finchley
(actual )y ubnetdéisl 2tS5he ot her week and heos
since. Celebrate the better weather with Collie and his equally talented pal, Dodie.

Celebrate the better weather with Collier and his equally talented pal, Dodie
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXf1nUVdVuM



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXf1nUVdVuM

It may take you a while to realise that the performers are just Collier and Clark themselves. Not
only is he exasperatingly good musically but he also does all the technology stuff of mixing audio
and linking it to video performance - all from his North London studio. (He learned some of these
skills on a scholarship to MIT.)

Collier grew up in North London, raised primarily by a single mother, with two younger sisters. He
went to the Purcell School for Young Musicians in Bushey, Hertfordshire, before briefly studying
jazz piano at the Royal Academy of Music.

Music runs in the family. His mother, Susan, is a violinist and professor at the Royal Academy of
Music's Junior Academy. His grandfather, Derek Collier was an internationally renowned violinist
who also taught at the Royal Academy. Talking about the role music plays within his family, Jacob
s a y We usail to perform Bach together as a family - it's just so much fun. 6

Of course, he sings, too. As a treble in 2004

he sang in classical roles in Mozarts 6 Ma g i ¢
F | u tHe dvon the ABRSM Gold Medal for

the highest mark in the country for his grade

eight singing result in 2008.

Collier is a self-declared @utodidactdé He
began  uploading  homemade, multi-
instrumental content to YouTube in 2011,
including a multi-instrumental rendition of
Stevie Wonder' €Don& You Worry 'bout a
Thingd His activity caught the attention of
Quincy Jones, who flew Collier out to the
Montreux Jazz Festival where he met with
him and Herbie Hancock.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvKUttYs5ow for the Stevie Wonder song

Dodie Clark (about the same tender age) is a singer-songwriter, author,
and Youtuber from Epping Forest. She mainly plays piano and ukulele and
collaborates with many other musicians as well as Jacob.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ABRSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvKUttYs5ow

Counting the Cost

Lynn Hudson

MD Halifax Young Singers

| candt remember precisely when T
collaborative entry for Music for Youth by combining Colne Valley Boys
and the boys from Halifax Young Singersbut , once weod
possibility a little further, we knew that we wanted to run with it.

Young people need to sing and thereds plenty of
to admit that fact and find opportunities to do so. Our boys had already committed to singing in a

mixed voice youth choir but still jumped at the chance of joining CVBoys to form a choir of 35

voi ces Coalnlt & ¢h g6 tamame Gaviset fdbom two of the three pieces that made up our
reper Cauntm@St ar sbhomdés ar r amBgysanedhrd the €ast oERfeedomo ,
whi ch wedd s uWegputmmthe middee ofshe set a joyous contemporary setting of
Benedicamus Domino and knew we were onto a winner.

Thom and | conducted one piece each and | e Fintd th& Cost of Freedomé u n c o nwhiah¢ t e d
as idcdadppeall a and wedd added some movement at t h
packed a really emotional punch. M

I ¢ fidm a 1974 album by Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young / —
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6Find the cpst of freedom \“‘w___yv\\M/S 5
Buried in the ground. CROsaY\\\\\\\\ evws (A
Mother Earth shall swallow you. S ol
Lay your body down.

Mentor Adey Grommetd feedback was simply
outstanding. Sadly Music for Youth had to

cancel the National Festival in Birmingham in

July this year. Ot her wi s¢
confident of being selected for the next stage.
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In a way, what was more important was the whole
process of working toget he
boy trebles in HYS at the moment so, for me,

rehearsing with the exuberance of the younger

members of CVB was a delight and putting both

choirs together produced a real depth of sound.

To work with young singers is a privilege - and
great fun - and when you have high expectations
of what can be achieved, it gives you hope for the
continuing success of singing in this country.

Adey Grummet



Linda Houston adds:

The Sunday we took part in the Festival was a very
strange day. That was the morning when we had
decided to close down our choir that very day. (This
was March 15" - seems so long ago.)

Matt and | could not contact Thom as he was at the
school with other groups, so when we arrived for our
session we had to tell him what had been decided and
also catch all the parents as they came, to explain why
we were closing down. (Some were quite surprised.)

Our combined group was on in the last session and
because of the rehearsal room not being available
until 20 minutes before the performance it was quite a
hectic day. The boys competed and were brilliant!

The atmosphere was extremely poignant as they finished €ount the Cost of Fre e d o with
one small boy facing the audience, the others all in black with their backs turned.

Many of us were in tears, especially knowing we would not see each other indefinitely.

We did not take any videos, but of course that is not unusual for us, because of safeguarding and
child protectionissues. So we candét share them with VotV

| must say | personally will not forget such an emotional day!
Linda
PS: Looking back little did we know that Thom would have the virus that week!

And if anybody had told me | couldn't see my grandchildren for 10+ weeks | wouldn't have
believed them! Still, Mat t 6s t omat oes have never | ooked so ¢
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https://soundcloud.com/john-clark-1241402417? branch match id=753641861581351294

The recording was - obviously -1 i ve and made with somebodyds p
Thanks to Chris Pulleyn for sound-editing it. The less than brilliant technical quality - even in the
improved version-cannot stop the magic of the young men


https://soundcloud.com/john-clark-124140241?_branch_match_id=753641861581351294

Adeyos full report

Adey Grommet® full reportonthe bo y s 6 w operfoenarfceuis well worth looking over.

CVMVC stood Baeyys bentvdy Wese indbdanger of going under early in 2019. Our
investment certainly seems to have paid off. Mainly down to Thom and Lynn and Linda and
Matt, of course. Big thank you to them.

Youth Choirs will probably be more disrupted by the suspension of singing than the adult ones -
simply because c hisbnhuckemoéesuickly. vietsis hope that when we emerge
from this dreary period that the two youth choirs will rapidly revive and thrive again.



